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WHO WE ARE 


The Tribal Art Society features an online 
catalogue every month listing quality works of 
Asian art that have been thoroughly vetted by our 
select members, who are the in-house experts. 


By bringing together a group of trusted dealers 
specializing in Tribal art, our platform offers a 
unique collection of works of art that collectors 
will not find anywhere else online. To ensure 
the highest standards, gallery membership is by 
invitation only and determined by a selection 
committee. 
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Cover Image: Dogon Figure. 
Presented by Joaquin Pecci 
on p. 38 
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JULY 
ARTWORKS 


Pieces are published and changed each month. 
The objects are presented with a full description 
and corresponding dealer's contact information. 
Unlike auction sites or other platforms, we empower 
collectors to interact directly with the member 
dealers for enquiries and purchases by clicking on 
the e-mail adress. 


In order to guarantee the quality of pieces 
available in the catalogues, objects are systematically 
validated by all our select mebers, who are the in- 
house experts. Collectors are therefore encouraged 
to decide and buy with complete confidence. In 
addition to this, the Tribal Art Society proposes a 
seven-day full money back return policy should the 
buyer not feel totally satisfied with a purchase. 


Feel free to ask the price if the artwork is listed with 
a price on request. 
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COLLECTION PRESENTED BY: 
homas Murray 

T.: +1 415.378.0716 

E.: thomas@tmurrayarts.com 
W.: www.tmurrayarts.com 
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Dayak charms are a most fascinating subject. I am 
not sure if they captured me, or I captured them. 
Presented here is the result of more than forty 
years of collecting that I now wish to share with 
you. Just looking at their great aesthetic variety is 
very compelling. But the more one knows about the 
cultural and historical context of Dayak charms, the 
greater their appreciation. 


Borneo is the world's third largest island, following 
Greenland and Papua New Guinea. It is politically 
divided by three nations: the largest territory 
being Kalimantan, of Indonesian; two states are 
part of Malaysia, Sarawak and Sabah; and the 
small but oil rich sultanate, Brunei. It is common 
to distinguish between the coastal inhabitants, 
including Malays, Javanese, Buginese, Chinese, 
and Arabs, and the indigenous peoples of the 
island's interior. Collectively known as Dayak, these 
indigenous ethnic groups share in a multiplicity of 
Malayo-Polynesian dialects, a subset of the greater 
Austronesian language family extending from 
Madagascar to Easter Island. 


The Dayaks include the Iban, Bidayuh, Kayan, 
Kenyah, Bahau, Ngaju, Ot Danum, Penan, Maloh, 
Barito, Kelabit-Lun Bawang, and Dusun-Kadazan- 
Murut, amongst many other sub-tribes. They have 
independent but at times overlapping cultural 
customs, social hierarches, and pre-missionary 
religious belief systems. Animism is a belief that 
spirits inhabit stones, trees, mountains, rivers, 
plants and animals. There are gods that are good 
and help with bringing in a good harvest, for 


example. That said, there are also malevolent ghosts 
everywhere that can cause great trouble. Most of 
the time, such evil spirits may be kept at bay with 
powerful magic. All ethnic groups make use of 
protective charms. The Dayak will often live in 
longhouses extending along mighty rivers or up in 
the highland forests. They hunt, fish, and practice 
slash and burn agriculture. Most, but not all, of the 
Dayak were feared headhunters. They were known 
for their tattoos, shields, masks, textiles, and 
beadwork 


Living in the deep rainforest, the Dayak are great 
sculptors. Surrounded by giant trees, they are 
known for carving guardian sculptures of grand 
scale, known as hampatong. These formidable 
figures can reach twelve or more feet (four meters) 
in height. Ancestral in nature, they stand in front 
of the longhouse defending against threats to the 
living by the dead. 


But giant statues are but one of sculpture traditions 
of the Dayak. It is in their miniature charms that 
Dayak carving genius truly presents itself. Humans 
take on all shapes, forms, and facial expressions, in 
a most compelling manner. We encounter totemic 
animals, birds, and a priest's shield. Ranging in 
size from one inch to ten inches, ( 2.5- 25 cm) such 
amulets were known to ward off evil spirits and 
malevolent ghosts. They were used on baby carriers 
to protect the child; placed in rice paddies to 
encourage growth; worn on necklaces by shamans; 
used for hunting magic; served as medicine for 
healing; were tops to bamboo ritual containers; 


and were present during rituals of birth, puberty, 
marriage, and funerals, where malevolent ghosts 
need be kept at a distance. 


Charms can be sculpted from wood, bone, horn, 
stone and metal to name but a few materials. We 
encounter great creativity in amulets fashioned 
from found objects; a root complex lends itself 
to wild flights of fancy. The sheer variety of facial 
expressions, often with humor or angst, makes each 
charm enchanting. 


Thomas Murray 
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A CHORVVE 
THRONE CHAIR 


Chair 

Chokwe 

Angola 

Early 20th century 

55,5 cm (h.) x 35 cm (w.) 
x 31,5 cm (D.) 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Zebregs&Röell 

T: +31 6 207 43671 

E: dickie@zebregsroell.com 
W: www.zebregsroell.com 
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A hardwood (Alstonia spp.) and leather ‘Chokwe’ 
throne chair with brass nails. 


The structural design of this chair is clearly derived 
from European/Iberian models. In the 16th and 17th 
centuries, European chairs of Renaissance style and 
shape had already been brought deep into Africa. 
They were there elevated to the rank of “chiefs 
thrones” through the addition of local figural and 
decorative details. The present chair has a kneeling 
male and female on top of the back uprights, and 
again kneeling figures carved in the front legs. In 
the middle of the top rail is an impressive chiefs 
mask and on the rails below the seat a scene of 
childbirth, an erotic scene, a scene of what seems to 
bea circumcision, and another which looks like food 
making. Usually, these chairs are status symbols for 
village chiefs to express their power and authority. 
The present rather small chair may have been made 
for an important woman, or perhaps for a woman 
after a successful childbirth. 
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A BAROTSE BASKET 


Basket 

Barotse/ Loss 
Zambia 

Early 20th century 
Very good condition 
24 cm x 14 cm 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 
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ALUET FIGURE 


Alarge transformational figure of 
an individual with an inverted seal 
hanging down his front 

Aluet 

Alaska 

19th century 

Patinated light wood with traces of 
black pigment 

Length: 25 cm 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 
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BAMBARA MASK 


Mask 

Bambara 

Mali 

Wood 

Height: 30 cm 

Early 20th century 
Provenance: 

K. Stafford, U.S.A. 
M. Zarember, U.S.A. 
G. Gili-R. Amorós, Spain (aquired in 
2001) 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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CHANCAY MASK 


Mummy mask with the eyes 
decorated with white shells 
Chancay 

Peru 

Circa 1100-1450 AD 

Wood, white shells 

Height: 26 cm 

Provenance: 

Jean Deriat, France 

Price: 4.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joaquin Pecci 

T.:+32 47743 9412 

E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
W.: www.joaquinpecci.net 
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06 


CHUUK ISLAND 
POUNDER 


Pounder 

Chuuk (Truk) Islands, Federated 
States of Micronesia 

Early 20th century 

Carved coral 

Height: 13 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, Paris 
Exhibition: 

“Crossing Mirrors” Fondation 
Rosenblum & Friends, Paris, 
September 2012- March 2013 
TAS exclusive price: 2.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


This elegant coral pounder from the Chuuk Islands 
(formerly Truk), an archipelago in the South Pacific, 
is distinguished by the purity of its form and its 
superb material. 


In stone, wood, bone, shell or as here in coral, 
pounders were used to crush minerals for dyes, 
plants and fruit for medicine or food. These everyday 
objects were highly valued by the islanders because 
they were essential to their survival. 


This pounder was showcased between September 
2012 and March 2013 at the Fondation Rosenblum 
Collection & Friends, rue du Chevaleret in Paris 
as part of the exhibition "Crossing ۲ 
presenting a panorama of convergences between 
contemporary art and tribal art. 


This sculpture will be featured in our summer pop- 
up gallery in Aix-en-Provence in July and August. 


Chemin de Bibémus, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 

I look forward to welcoming you there. 

Please contact me by email to schedule an 
appointment or call +33 6 84 52 81 6 
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DEANGLE MASK 


Mask 

Dan 

Ivory Coast 

Early 20th century 

Some old nails either side of the eyes 
23 cm (L.) x 11 cm 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 
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DOGON SCULPTURE 


Sculpture 

Dogon 

Mali 

Wood 

Height: 48 cm 
Provenance: 

French private collection 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joaquin Pecci 

T.: + 32 477 43 94 2 

E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
W.: www.joaquinpecci.net 
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ESKIMO COMB 


Comb with two animal heads 
Thule 

Ancient Eskimo, Alaska 

1200 — 1700 A.D. 

Fossilized walrus tooth 

Height: 6,5 cm 

Provenance: 

Anthony JP Meyer, Paris 

Guy Porre 8 Nathalie Chaboche, 
acquired above 

TAS exclusive price: 6.000 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


In the Arctic, it was believed that decorated objects, 
through their beauty, attracted the prey and at the 
same time paid tribute to its spirit. As noted by the 
Princeton University Art Museum (see “Art of the 
Hunt”) the beautifully balanced and elegantly (...) 
functional tools (...) were incised with spirit images 
and designs that honored the animals the hunters 
sought. 


This comb was first and foremost a utilitarian 
artefact: it was notably used in the preparation of 
bear fur and skins. It could also be worn as a hair 
ornament. 


This ingenious utilitarian object is here elevated 
to the level of a work of fine art and takes on an 
eminently shamanic character. 


This sculpture will be featured in our summer pop- 
up gallery in Aix-en-Provence in July and August. 
Chemin de Bibémus, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 

I look forward to welcoming you there. 

Please contact me by email to schedule an 
appointment or call +33 6 84 52 81 36 
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IJO MASK 


Mask 

Ijo 

Nigeria 

ı9th century 

Wood, pigments 

Height: 86 cm 

Provenance: 

Davis Gallery, New Orleans 

Mark Isaacson and Greg Nacozy, Boston 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 

T.: + 34 931 414 319 

E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 


Water spirits (owuamapu) play an important role in 
the religious ideas of the Ijo. Annually, celebrations 
are held in honor of the water spirits that last seve- 
ral days, either at the beginning of the year or at the 
time of the rains, in order to gain their goodwill and 
ensure the well-being of the group. 


Ijo masks not only represent specific water crea- 
tures, but also anthropomorphic figures or hybrid 
creatures with features of different animals, and so- 
metimes human features. The compositional possi- 
bilities are endless and this has resulted in a variety 
of highly original masks. 
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IKUL KNIFE 


Knife 

Kuba 

Western Kasai, D.R. of Congo 
Early 20th century or before 
Height: 34 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, United Kingdom 
(acquired by descendance) 

Price: 2.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W.: www.davidserra.es 
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KATSINA DOLL 


Patung Katsina - Squash katsina 
doll 

Hopi, Arizona, USA 

Circa 1960s-1970s 

Carved wood, pigments, dried 
gourd 

Height: 42 cm 

Provenance: 

Jockey Billy Pearson (1920-2002), 
acquired in the 1980s 

Thence by descent in the Pearson 
family 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 
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Katsina dolls (kachina) represent spirits or gods 
from the pantheon of the Pueblo peoples in the 
American Southwest. Given to children, katsina 
dolls constituted a pedagogical tool allowing them 
to familiarize themselves with the spiritual world 
and perpetuating knowledge of the founding myths 
on which their society was based. 


Plants are of great importance to the Hopi, because 
of their dependence upon them for food. As such, 
many katsinam in the Hopi pantheon refer to 
plants. Corn is the most important source of food, 
and as such, the most prevalent type of katsinam. 
Other plants and flowers are also depicted as katsina 
spirits, such as the squash presented here. The Hopi 
name of this spirit is Patung. 


Patung is a Chief katsina for the Pumpkin Clan. 
There are relatively few members of this clan left, 
and consequently their stories are not very well 
known. Although the Squash Katsina's function as 
a wuya are unknown, he does appear as a runner on 
First Mesa. 


The squash Katsina inspired many artists of the 20th 
century, notably Marc Chagall. For Igor Stravinsky's 
ballet The Firebird, in 1945 at the New York City 
Ballet, Marc Chagall designed more than eighty 
costumes (made under the direction of his daughter 
Ida). Many of these costumes were directly inspired 
by those of Katsina dancers. Chagall's drawings of 
his “Green Monster with black stripes” take exactly 
after the features of a Patung katsina dancer. 


This katsina doll will be featured in our summer pop- 
up gallery in Aix-en-Provence in July and August. 
Chemin de Bibémus, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 

I look forward to welcoming you there. 

Please contact me by email to schedule an 
appointment or call +33 6 84 52 81 36 
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KUMU MASK 


Mask 

Kumu 

D.R. of Congo 

Wood 

Height:27 cm 
Provenance: 

French private collection 
Price: 3.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joaquin Pecci 

T.: + 32 477 43 94 2 

E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
W.: www.joaquinpecci.net 
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MACE POROWA 
RA MARU 


Club 

Kanak 

New Caledonia 

19th century 

Wood 

Height: 75 cm 

Provenance: 

Private collection, Belgium 
Price: 2.400 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
David Serra 

T.: +34 (0) 667525597 

E.: galeria@davidserra.es 
W. : www.davidserra.es 
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MOSSI MASK 


Mask 

Mossi 

Burkina Faso 

19th century 

Wood, pigments 

Height: 65,5 cm 

Provenance: 

Alain de Monbrison, Paris 
Collection Deborah Glasser, Boston 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 

T.: + 34 931 414 319 

E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 


Mossi sculptors are known for their polychrome 
masks worn during festivals and to protect crops. 
These masks, which also serve a totemic function, 
are treasured when not in use, and libations are 
offered to them in exchange for their protection 
and help. 


This type of mask, called karanga, is found mainly 
in the north of the country. It features a stylized 
round-shaped face, crowned by a large tablet, a 
totemic animal or a human statue symbolizing 
an important ancestor. The passage of time has 
caused the loss of this representation. 
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MUMUYE HEAD 


Head 

Mumuye 

Nigeria 

Early 20th century 

Carved wood and pigments 

Height: 32 cm 

Provenance: 

Martial Bronsin, Brussels 

Artcurial Paris, “Art Tribal” sale, 7 June 
2005, lot 50 

Collection Leridon, Paris 
Exhibition and publication: 
"Mumuye'", François Neyt, 2006, p. 
154-155 

TAS exclusive price: 9.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Julien Flak 

M.: +33 6 84 52 81 36 

E.: contact@galerieflak.com 
W.: www.galerieflak.com 


The Mumuye live in the foothills of the Shebshi 
Mountains near the banks of the Benue in eastern 
Nigeria. This agrarian people is comprised of three 
different dialectal groups, and was long unknown to 
Westerners, who discovered their art only in the late 
19608. 


The Mumuye used sculptures called Iagalagana in 
different rituals: the figures played a central role in 
ancestor worship and in curing ceremonies. They 
served as intercessors between the spirit world and 
thatofmen, and served as proof ofthe high status of 
the family that owned them. 


This sculpture will be featured in our summer pop- 
up gallery in Aix-en-Provence in July and August. 
Chemin de Bibémus, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 

I look forward to welcoming you there. 

Please contact me by email to schedule an 
appointment or call +33 6 84 52 81 6 
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MUPO SCULPTURE 


Sculpture 
Mupo/Bamileke 
Cameroon 

Wood 

Height: 19 cm 
Provenance: 

Old belgian collection 
Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Joaquin Pecci 

T.: + 32 477 43 94 2 

E.: joaquin.pecci@skynet.be 
W.: www.joaquinpecci.net 
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SAKALAVA MALE 
SCULPTURE 


Sculpture 

Sakalava 

Madagascar 

18th century 

Wood 

Height: 88,5 cm 
Provenance: 

Pierre Langlois, Paris 
Private collection, Barcelona 
Rachel Montagut, Barcelona 
Price: 4.500 euros 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Guilhem Montagut 
T.: + 34 931 414 319 


E.: monica@galeriamontagut.com 
W.: www.galeriamontagut.com 


The artistic production of the Sakalava seems to be 
associated with funerary traditions. 


The Sakalava occupy the entire region of the west 
coast of the island. They bury their dead in the forest 
andin each ofthe corners of these tombs there were 
anthropomorphic and zoomorphic representations. 


Under the bruises of erosion, we can see the rigorous 
sobriety of the sculpture. The man's sexual organs 
are imposing and he shows his sexual organs held 
firmly in one hand, while the other hand is placed 
at the level of the navel. Originally this figure was 
combined with the representation of a female figure 
to suggest fertility and regeneration. 
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VANUATU ARM BAND 


Arm band 

New Hebrides/Vanuatu 

Circa 1900 

Good condition, trade beads and 
vegetable fibre 

cm (D.) x 8,5 cm (w.)‏ و 

Price on request 


OBJECT PRESENTED BY: 
Adam Prout 

T.: + 44 7725 689 801 

E.: adam@adamprout.com 
W.: www.adamprout.com 


Usually these are just composed of geometric 
designs, the example here is very rare in having a 
stylised mask on opposing sides of the arm-band. 
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